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ABSTRACT 

This curriculua guide for Indio High School 
(California) describes a pbased-elective English curricalua designed 
to meet the basic needs of high school students with aore flexibility 
than traditional prograas offer. The guide contains a list of courses 
aivided to correspond to each of the eight phases in the English 
prograa. Each course in the guide is described in teras of (1) a tiae 
liait (six weeks or t¥0 seaesters) ; (2) intended grade level, if any 
(usuaXl.* nongraded) ; (3) course objectives; (*) instructional 
aaterinis; and (5) aethods of evaluation. Soae of the courses 
described in this curriculua guide include filaaaking, coaposition, 
literature (consuaer literature and literature for lovers) , technical 
writing and vocational skills, and several elective courses on basic 
skills. (RB) 
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INDIO HIGH SCHOOL 
English Curriculum 1972-73 



Phase Prograa 



Beginning in th« Fall of 1972. all incoming Freshnen will ba placed in one 
of eight Phased courses as determined by their acores on the Deny Test, 
This nev Phase curriculum has been designed to aeet tha basic English skills 
needs of tha students more adequately and with more flexibility than the 
traditional couraes have done, for a student now will be placed at a level 
where his particular skill weaknesses will receive concentrated attention. 
When the student and teacher believe that the student Is ready co proceed 
to the next Phase, the student will take the hurdle examination. When the 
student completes the hurdle, he is passed on to the next Phase. A student 
may remain in Phases I-IV until he completes the Phase skill. He will 
receive credit for the Phase, if he completes the hurdles exam. Special 
consideration for credit will be given to students who do not pass the 
hurdle requirement but continue to show improvement, or have a physical 
handicap, or have an emotional handicap. The Phase program will enable the 
teacher to isolate a particular reading problem at an early age and thus 
enable him to refer the student to the many specialists available to the 
district. More capable students, who already possess the skills of the 
earlier Phases, may move at their own pace to the advanced Phases or to the 
Selective classes. However, all students must accrue a minimum of 30 units 
in the Phase-Elective program in order to meet the English Department 
requirements for graduation. There will be 12 vocational electives open 
to students who complete Phase V, and there will be 18 electives open to 
students who complete Phase VIII. 
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READING - SlCtLLS LABORATORY - PHASES II. Ill, IV 



The basic purpose for a reading - skills laboratory Is to provide 
individualized prograns for each student based his ability to succeed 
and to meet his particular needs and weaknesses. 

Each student will be interviewed privately at the beginning of the 
program and periodically to evaluate his progress and assign new short- 
term work contracts. 

The student will be responsible for accomplishiag all the work 
assigned to his contract within the required time limit. 

There will be two full time reading teachers with an extra reading 
and English consultant available to help each student when he needs help. 

The student will advance as fast as he is capable and willing. He 
will be evaluated periodically using a battery of reading and English tests. 
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A Nongraded Phase-Elective English Curriculum 



Even though some course titles may appear familiar, the Phase-Elective 
courses in format, content and approach are distinctly different from 
traditional courses. 

The following is a list of courses which are available to the students 
of Indio High School for the 1972-1973 year. 

PHASES PAGE 

Phase I ^ I 

Phase II ^ 3 

Phase III 7 

Phase IV 

Phase V A 15 

Phase V B 19 

Phase VI 23 

Phase VII 27 

Phase VIII -1 

English Courses 1972-73 

VOCATIuNAL ELECTIVES 

1. Principles of Spelling 9 Weeks 35 

2. Principles of Vocabulary 9 Weeks 39 

3. Man, Fate and Survival 9 Weeks 41 

4. Rock Poetry and The Romantics 9 Weeks 45 

5. Greek-Norse Mythology 9 Weeks 49 

6. American Folklore-Literature 9 Weeks 53 

7. Consumer English 1 Semester 57 

8. Technical-Vocational English 1 Semester 63 

9. Mexican-American Authors 9 Weeks 67 

10. Afro-American Authors 9 Weeks 71 

11. Imaginative Literature 1 Semester 75 

12. Business English Please refer to Business Hept. 

SELECTIVE ELECTIVES 

1. American Novel 1 Semester 79 

2. Literature for Lovers 1 Semester 83 

3. Twentieth Centurv Drama 1 Semester 89 

4. Lor,ic and Semantics 1 Semester 93 

5. Humor. Satire Parody 1 Semester 99 

6. Shakespeare 1 Semester 103 



ERIC 



III 

G 



A Nongraded Phaso-Elective English Curriculum (Con^t.) 



7. Th» Bible as LitaraCura 

8. Supernatural Litarature 

9. tforld Literaturt 

10. Craacive Writing 

11. Tha Essay 

12. English III MCL 

13. Honors English 

14 . Annual 

15. Journalism 

SENIOR ELECTIVES 

1. Filmmaking 

2. English IV 

3. English IV Ma 

4. English Advanced Placement 

5. Htsmanities 



2 Semesters 107 

1 Semester 113 

2 Semesters 117 
1 Semester 121 

1 Semester 125 

2 Semesters 129 
2 Semesters 133 
2 ^emeetere 137 
2 Semesters 139 



1 Semester 147 

2 Semesters 159 
2 Semesters 163 
2 Semesters 165 
2 Semesters 167 
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SPECIAL ENfiLTSH DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE ASSTHNMENTS 



Phase I 



Mr. Harlan Walker 



Phase II-IV 



Mr. James Klser 



Phase V A-3 



Mrs. Beverlv Knovlaa 



Phase V4. A-B 



Mrs. Eva Somers 



Phase VII 



Mlsa Elalnt Sable 



Phase VIII 



Mrs. Doris Miller 



Vocational Electlves Co-ordinacor Mr. William Froat 
Pass-Fall Co-ordinator - Mr. James Weber 
Selective Literature Electlves - Mrs. Alice Shop© 
Selective Lans;uage and Writing Electlves - Mrs. Flora Slnay 
Independent Study Co-ordlnator Mrs. Rose Wachter 
Publications Co-ordlnator - Mr. Lawrence Welahart 
Media Co-ordlnator - Mr. William Frost 
Phase-Elective Co-ordlnator - Mr. Raymond Hill 
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INDIO HIGH SCHOOL 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM 



Th« Ettgliih D«p«rtotnt of Indlo HiRh School has becomt di«f«ti»fl«d 
with th« b*slc tdupat tonal «Muinptlon» undtr lying the present curriculum. 
The department feels that the present curriculum is geared to the college- 
bound student, excessively subject matter oriented, too constrictive for 
&oth the student and teacher, and extremely unraallatlc In educe ng students 
for life. Discontent provoked the teachers to self-examlnatlor i research. 

Research showed us that our traditional English curriculum Is generally 
operating on archaic educational principles. The grade level structure, 
for example, was Instituted In Medieval Germany. The English curriculum 
of most high schools. Including Indlo, Is basically the aame as the one 
outlined by the NEA's Committee on Uniform College Entrance Requirements 
before the turn of the century. Both teachers and students suffer under 
Che current system, rather than being able to utlllre their special abilities 
to teach "everything". With a curriculum designed for their grandparents 
the students understandably are bored and apathetic. Since their 
individual needs and interests are neglected, they perceive little or no 
significance in learning English. For example, students, *»ho are 
reading far below grade level, are asked to read Robert's Grammar , Great 
Expectations and Silas Mamer . 

Disturbed by these observations, the English Department of Indlo High 
School began a study of concepts and Currlculumwhlch promised a more 
firm foundation for the teaching of English. The department examined 
various imaginative innovations in such high schools as Agoura High School 
in Agoura, California; Burlingame High School in Burllngame, California; 
Camelback High School In Phoenix, Arizona; and Trenton High School in Trenton, 
Michigan. At our meetings, questions such as: "Why doesn't Johnny bring 
papar and pencil to class?" were raised. Possible answers to these questions 
were advocated, scrutinised, argued, and agreed upon. Electing, phasing 
and nongrading all appeared to be useful concepts. Thus, in December of 1971, 
a proposal for nongraded, phase-elective English curriculum was drafted by 
the Indlo High School English Department and steps were taken to implement 
the program. 
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Indio High School 
English Curriculum 

Deftnttton of "Completion" and "Fail" 

In tha phaaa program, two naw concapta must be clearly understood 
(and should be explained carefullv to students) in relation to 
student assessment. Students who attempt hurdle examination may 
be said to have "completed" the hurdle examination sat la factor llv 
or to have "not completed" the hurdle and thus be eligible for a 
retake. Similarly, a student may have completed or not completed 
the phase class at the end of the semester. If he has not completed 
all the hurdle requirements, he may remain in the same phase class. 



Pass-Fail 

During the 1972-1973 school year Indio High School will launch a 
system of Pass-Fail which will be available to certain students on 
a limited basis. Teachers are reminded that this will necessitate 
a double standard of evaluation in the classroom which should be 
clearly understood by the students in the program. Teachers who 
use the Pass-Fail system will be required to file a Pass-Fail form 
with co-ordinator of Pass-Fail . J.M. Weber. 



Nongrading 

Nongrading means that freshman, sophomores, juniors, and seniors 
may be enrolled in any course since courses are not designated as 
9th, 10th 11th or I2th grade English. The rationale for nongrading 
is that, in any given student body, the linguistic and literary 
sophistication of students at different grade levels will not only 
vary but also overlap. According to Dr. B. Frank Brown, "The dispersal 
of achievement among students in a tenth grade class in English 
will range from grade three through thirteen, which is the first 
year in college/! In fact, it Is not uncommon to find freshmen 
who perform as well or better than many seniors. 

The concept of nongrading is not entirely new. It has existed in 
other high school departments for a number of years. For example, 
sophomores. Juniors, and seniors may be enrolled in foreign language, 
mathematics, and science courses. In most high schools, English Is 
Che onlv rlgidlv graded subject. 



Brown, B. Frank. The Nongraded High School . Englewood Cliffs 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1963. 
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BEST W WMUfilt 



The grade level system in EnRlish is unrealistic* It falselv implies 
thftt It le possible to build in a los;ical sequence of meaningful 
learning experiences through the Krade levels. In some curricula » 
for examplet American Literature is presented in the 11th srade with 
English Literature in the 12th grade, while in others it ia just Che 
opposite. It would appear that in either case the sequence is not 
reallv Imperative even though the two curricula operate under that 
assumption. (There have been cases of Indio students* for example ^ 
who have failed 9th grade EnRlish* enrolled In 9th and lOth grade 
English concurrently the following year and finished that year by 
passing 10th grade. 10th grade could not have been passed unless the 
concepts in 9th grade had been mastered.) It was clear that this was 
not true. By making courses available to students through nongradlng* 
the students ara freed from the lockstep of grade levels and tracks and 
can take combinations of courses which more realistically meet their 
interests* abilities and needs « 



Electing 

The nongrading and phasing of courses^ however* does not necessarily 
eliminate two stifling characteristics of the traditional English 
curriculum — the rigidity and repetitiousness of the subject matter 
approach. Prescription frequently iirplles that all students-*-no 
matter what their Interests* abilities or needs — must be exposed to 
Shakespeare* must be raught to write competent essays* must be able 
CO identify parts of speech and parts of sentences in order to survive 
In our society or to become humane. The prescribed English curriculum 
is an anachronism of the aristocratic past when one of the symbolic 
traits of the upper class was a formal education. Secondly* a mis- 
conception seems to prevail among many English teachers that this 
prescription is a preparation for college. APEX research states 
that college professors do not agree as to what incoming freshmen 
should know about English. The closest they could come to any 
agreement waa that students should have a love for reading* be able 
to write competently and think creatively. 

Each student knows better than anyone else what his Interests and 
needs are and will* with some guidance and assistance from teachers 
and counselors* choose courses wisely. In the Phase Elective Program* 
the student assumes a greater responsibility for his education because 
he is Involved in selecting his courses* C^sequently* he is motivated 
more to learn because he is given the psychological and real freedom to 
elect courses. 

The Phase Elective Program has eliminated imich of the monotonous 
repetition of the traditional English curriculum with 9 week and 
semeeter courses* Each course is designed to focus on one major 
purpose but within each course are consciously planned learning 
experiences in reading* writing* speaking* thinking and listening « 
Thus* regardless of what combination of courses a student might 
choose* he is helped to grow in each of the basic language skills* 
For example* although composition techniques are not formally taught 
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in humaaltleSf activities such as keeping a Journal and writing 
and illustrating an original magazine are part of the courae. In 
creative writings students read and analyse literature as well as 
write their own short stories and poems* Making movlea involves 
much reading of plays and books dealing with the theatre as well as 
the writing of scripts in addition to the obvious making of films. 

Providing elect ives, however, is not sufficient* To chop up the 
old English into semester courses would have been simply to package 
Engli£?h into pretty» colorful aift bon^3^ vblch vov}d fascinate 
students at first but disi 1 1 usion them when thev discovered that 
English was the same old stuff* 
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